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The purpose of this memo is both a thank you and an update on my
meeting of the President's Advisory Committee on the Arts in
Washington.
It has been an honor to represent FCCJ.
I deeply appreciate the
support the college continues to offer for my appointment I
received from President Clinton to the Kennedy Center Board.
Without your support, my participation would be very difficult. As
it is, I tend to limit my requests for support to fewer than the
four times a year the Kennedy Center meets since I request support
for only two or three of the four meetings.
With our Nathan Wilson Center having be awarded the John Kennedy's
"Performing Arts Center and Schools: Partners in Education" grant,
it is most appropriate to report on the accomplishments of our
college at each Kennedy Board meeting. I must add that Dean Farris
is in constant communication with the Kennedy Center through their
Education Director, and thus, they are aware of our activities.
While participating in the Board meeting, I saw the opportunity for
our Jacksonville community to benefit from another relationship
with the Kennedy Center. As you are aware, Mayor John Delaney has
appointed me to the Ritz Theatre and LaVilla Restoration Advisory
Board and thus I am able to continue my work in the restoration of
the Ritz Theatre. This past weekend I saw a production written and
choreographed by Debbie Allen (the noted choreographer and producer
of Amistad) in which students from the D.C. area (after only a
three week rehearsal ) were cast.
I am in the process of
attempting to bring to Jacksonville for the grand opening (reopening) of the Ritz in the spring of 1999 this presentation which
would utilize the Kennedy Centers professionalism and our local
dance students ranging in age from 8 years to approximately 20.
The program was titled, "Brothers of the Knight".
over half the
cast were male, and the majority of the 35 or more cast members
were Black. Other minorities were well represented.
Again, thank you for the support and for allowing me to represent
our college.
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We are dedicated to meaningful learning and excellent teaching, enabling individuals to achieve their hopes, dreams and full potential,
and to being a leading partner in creating a dynamic, prosperous community of enlightened leaders and thoughtful, effective, global citizens.

